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A young talent shines with
Kuchipudi Rangapravesham

Gurus Raja Reddy,
Radha Reddy and
Kaushalya Reddy
with their disciple,
Sanjana Chauhan

Dr Mahesh
Sharma and
Dr Atul
Chauhan

striking debut recently at Kamani Auditori- ting Lord Vishnu's ten in-
um with her Kuchipudi Rangapravesham rangam, performed bal-
a traditional solo that marks a classical dancer’s ancing on the rim of a brass plate, drew a loud
formal entry into the world of performance. This ~ applause,” they added.

s ixteen-year-old Sanjana Chauhan made a 14th-century Sufl verse Chaap Tilak and

is achieved after years of rigorous training, disci- Her gu‘ru Kaushalya Reddy said, “A Ranga-
pline and preparation. pravesham takes utmost dedication and is
“Trained since the age of six by the legends physically and mentally very tough, requiring

of Kuchipudi, Padma Bhushan awardees, up to seven hours of practice a day towards the
Dr Raja and Dr Radha Reddy and Kaushalya last weeks. Sanjana’s commitment to ev
Reddy, Sanjana has gained technical mastery thing she does is evident in today’s perft

and expressive grace under them. This was mance and reflects extraordinary maturity.”
visible throughout her performance,” the “Sanjana’s debut, cheered on by over 500
organisers said. family, friends and dignitaries from all walks
‘The recital opened with Saraswati Vandana,  of life, earned her a standing ovation and over-
followed by an adaptation of Amir Khusrow's  whelming appreciation,” the organisers said

Dr Ashok K
Chauhan,
Mallika Nadda
and Dr Amita
Chauhan
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Sanjana Chauhan’s
Kuchipudi debut

on-stage

ixteen-year-old Sanjana Chauhan, a
disciple of the legends of Kuchipudi dance,
Padma Bhushan awardees Dr Raja Reddy,
Dr Radha Reddy and Kaushalya Reddy,

marked a major milestone in her artistic journey
with her Rangapravesham, at the Kamani
Auditorium in the Capital.

Rangapravesham, which translates to
‘ascending the stage’ in Sanskrit, marksa
classical dancer's culmination of years of
dedication as a disciple. Beginning at the age of
six years, the ten years of rigorous training
under her Gurus, has instilled in Sanjana not
only the technical mastery of Kuchipudi but also
the values of perseverance and humility. “Dance
for me is meditation — it helps me look inward
and strive to bea better version of myself.
Having such perfectionist Gurus is always
demanding on a student, but that is the key to
excelling. I have been able to translate the values
of hard work and discipline they have instilled in

. me to everything I do,” Sanjana reflected.

5 . Herdebut performance, in front of over

%, 500 senior dignitaries and family, opened

% with a traditional Saraswati Vandana, a

*. serene invocation to the Goddess of

Knowledge, followed by Dashavatar,

performed in Mohana Raga and

. Tisra Triputa Taal. Moving with

i precision through the ten

incarnations of Lord Vishnu,
Sanjana conveyed both
power and grace, each

. avatar distinct in

& expression and rhythm. She

then shifted to Chaap Tilalk,

Amir Khusro's devotional verse, where her

subtle abhinaya (expressions) captured the

essence of spiritual romance.

The recital concluded with Tarangam, in
praise of Lord Krishna. Balancing skilfully on
the rim of a brass plate, Sanjana combined
intricate footwork with vibrant expressions, a
feat that drew rapturous applause. “Sanjana has
evolved beautifully asa dancer. She was
graceful, confident, and captivating on stage.
She is truly blessed,” said Kaushalya Reddy.

An emotional school teacher of Sanjana
observed: “We have seen her asan
entrepreneurial innovator and leader, always
helping others. Her initiatives like Drishti, a
youth-led eye-care movement that she founded,
has benefitted over 70,000 children across
underserved communities, and Girl Up Gauravi,
a UN-affiliated programme that she leads,
mentors young women in financial literacy. It's
that same passion, hard work and dedication |
saw today.”

Asthe curtains fell on her Rangapravesham
with a thunderous standing ovation, Sanjana
observed, “This is just the beginning. All the
blessines [ have received todayv motivate me to




